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~♥~ THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 
  The Twelve Days of Christmas is probably one of the most beautiful 
times of the Church year. Most believe that it is the twelve days before 
Christmas, when in all actuality it is the twelve days after Christmas. 
The celebration begins on December 25th and ends at Epiphany on 
January 6th. 
  Currently, the twelve days and nights are celebrated in widely 
varying ways around the world. For example, some give gifts only on 
Christmas Day, some only on Twelfth Night and some each of the 
twelve nights. 
  The first day of Christmas is Christmas day and each day is a feast in 
memory of a Saint or event associated with the Christmas season. The 
days are as follows: 
Day 1, December 25th: Christmas Day 
Day 2, December 26th: Feast of Saint Stephen Saint Stephen is 
considered the first martyr of the Christian Church. 
Day 3, December 27th: Feast of Saint John the Evangelist 
Day 4, December 28th: The Feast of the Holy Innocents. The Holy 
Innocents were the young male children ordered murdered in 
Bethlehem by King Herod, according to the Gospel of Matthew. 
Day 5, December 29th: The Feast Day of Saint Thomas Becket. 
Day 6, December 30th: The Feast of The Holy Family. 
Day 7, December 31st: The Feast of Saint Sylvester. 
Day 8, January 1st: Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. 
Day 9, January 2nd: The Feast Day of St. Basil the Great and St. Gregory 
Nazianzen. 
Day 10, January 3rd: The Most Holy Name of Jesus: 
Day 11, January 4th: Feast of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, the first 
American Saint. 
Day 12, January 5th: The Feast Day of St. John Neumann. 
Solemnity Epiphany of the Lord – January 6th 
  At Christmas time, we also have the song “The twelve days of 
Christmas” which is an English Christmas carol. This carol was used as 
a catechism song for Catholic children. From 1558 until 1829, Roman 
Catholics in England were not permitted to practice their faith openly. 
Tradition holds that Catholic parents developed "The Twelve Days of 
Christmas" to teach children their beliefs. 
A partridge in a pear tree represents Jesus (the partridge will sacrifice 
its life to save its young). 
Two turtle doves: The Old and New Testaments 
Three French hens: Faith, hope, and charity, or the three gifts of the 
Wise Men 
Four calling birds: The four Evangelists--Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John 
Five golden rings: The first five books of the Old Testament 
Six geese a-laying: The six days of creation described in Genesis 
Seven swans a-swimming: The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit (wisdom, 
understanding, counsel, strength, knowledge, piety, and fear of the 
Lord) 
Eight maids a-milking: The eight Beatitudes 
Nine ladies dancing: The nine choirs of angels (Seraphim, Cherubim, 
Thrones, Dominions, Virtues, Powers, Principalities, Archangels, and 
regular angels); or the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit (love, joy, peace, 
kindness, goodness, patience, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-
control). 
Ten lords a-leaping: The Ten Commandments 
Eleven pipers piping: The eleven faithful Apostles 
Twelve drummers drumming: The twelve points of belief in the 
Apostles' Creed. 
 

Chapter IV Francis' Devotion to 

Prayer, Lesson three 

  By the supernatural power of his striving after God, 

the secrets of divine wisdom were made known to him; 

there is clear proof of this, although he never revealed 

it unless the salvation of others demanded it, or he was 

commanded to do so by divine revelation.  He had 

never studied Sacred Scripture under any human 

teacher, but unwearied application to prayer and the 

continual practice of virtue had purified his spiritual 

vision, so that his intellect was bathed in the radiance 

of eternal light and could penetrate its depths with its 

pure gaze.  The spirit of the prophets rested upon him, 

in all its different forms, with an overflowing 

abundance of grace.  By his miraculous power the saint 

often appeared to those who were far away and knew 

what went on at a distance; he could read the secrets of 

men's hearts and foretell what the future was to bring.      

There are many examples which prove this beyond 

doubt and will be told in future newsletters.  (St. 

Francis of Assisi, Omnibus of Sources) 

 
May the New Year bring Peace, Love and Humility to 

you and your family.  God Bless all of you. 

Janice Rybaski, ofs, minister 
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 Minutes of Gathering December 12, 2017, St. Otto’s Hearthside 
Room, 5:30 PM (No Council meeting) 

  Members present:  Jan Rybaski, Sue Zenzen, Kathy Hoffman Tax, 
Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt, Pam Geyer, Karen Gross, 
Elvira Stumpf, David Czech, Rita Vosen, Patty Commerford and 
Sister Georgine Larson.  Also present were Sr Maurita Bernet and 
Char’s daughter-in-law Debbie VanRisseghem. 
  Minister Jan Rybaski opened the meeting with prayers from The 
Ritual.  Sr. Georgine had a reading on Our Lady of Guadalupe on 
her feast day.  Liturgy of the Hours was led by Karen Gross.  Janet 
Berendt asked for prayers for new Spiritual Assistant as Sister 
Mary Ann Capizzo was asked to consider the position.  Sister 
Georgine has served us for nine years. 
  Closing prayers from the The Ritual at 5:45 PM.  We enjoyed a 
pot luck meal.  Then we played the white elephant dice game for 
prizes until 7:15 PM.  Several members signed up to deliver 
cookies to Nouis Home, EEI, St. Otto’s staff and inactive members. 
Treasurer’s report:   
Beginning balance Nov. 14, 2017  $1,076.61 
Receipts:                    
Common fund                                     $119.00 
India Family                                              $8.90 
Interest                                                       $.04 
Balance                                             $1,204.55 
Disbursements:   
India Family Apostolate                    $100.00   
Ending balance Dec. 12, 2017      $1,104.55 

Janet Berendt, ofs secretary 
 

 

Calendar of Events 
January 2018 
1st-Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 
2nd-Sts Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen 
3rd-The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
4th-St Elizabeth Ann Seton 
5th-St John Neumann 
6th-St Andre Bessette 
7th-Epiphany 
8

th
-Baptism of Jesus 

9th-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
Prayer leader-Kathy Hoffman Tax 
Prayer-Liturgy of the Hours 
18th-birthday-Elvira Stumpf 
22nd-Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn 
Children 
25th-The Conversion of St Paul the Apostle 
26th-Sts Timothy & Titus 
27th-St Angela Merici 
28th-St Thomas Aquinas 
31st-St John Bosco 
February 2018 
2nd-The Presentation of the Lord 
3rd-St Blaise 
8th-St Josephine Bakhita 
10th-St Scholastica 
11th-Our Lady of Lourdes 
13th-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
Prayer leader-Char VanRisseghem 
Prayer-Liturgy of the Hours 
14th-Ash Wednesday 
St Valentine 
18th-birthday-Elvira Stumpf 
22nd-The Chair of St Peter the Apostle 
23rd-St Polycarp 
 
 

 

           THE HOLY INNOCENTS - December 28 

  The Holy Innocents are the children who were slaughtered 

at the orders of King Herod, in the hope that by killing every 

boy born in Bethlehem at the same time as Jesus, he would 

succeed in killing the new-born King of the Jews. 

  The honor given to the Holy Innocents reminds us that if we 

suffer or even die for God’s sake, it has value even if we 

have little or no say in it ourselves. Honoring them 

effectively honors also the martyrdom of the people these 

children could have become, and their children’s children as 

well; and at the same time we can remember the 

contemporary and continuing massacre of those who die 

before birth for the convenience of those who have them 

killed. 

Heavenly Father, the beauty 
and dignity of human life was 
the crowning of your creation. 
You further ennobled that life 

when your Son became one 
with us in his incarnation. 

Help us to realize the 
sacredness of human life and 
to respect it from the moment 

of conception until the last 
moment at death. Give us 

courage to speak with truth 
and love and with conviction in 

defense of life. Help us to 
extend the gentle hand of 

mercy and forgiveness to those 
who do not reverence your gift 
of life. To all, grant pardon for 
the times we have failed to be 
grateful for your precious gift 

of life or to respect it in others. 
We ask this in Jesus' Name. 

Amen. 

 
Blessed 

New 
Year! 
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